Give your students "The Last

Word" with this active reading
strategy!

Dear Dorothy

"The Last Word" strategy is a tool that gives students an
opportunity to discuss a piece of text in a small group and
v : share some of their thinking. Once students learn to use
We “ be n this strategy, it will become a favorite
Cheyenne-‘ 1. Select a piece of text that you want students to read
independently and discuss. This strategy may be used
with both fiction and non-fiction text.

SUmmEFI 2. After reading, give

each student an index
card. Ask students to
We will be offering select one particular

E sentence/passage that
they thought was
especially meaningful or \
important. Have them
copy this down, word for
waord, on one side of the index card. Teach them to put
quotation marks around the quote, since they are capying
the author's actual words. On the other side of the index
card, they are to write a response to the sentence, telling
why the passage was important or meaningful to
them, and their reasons for selecting it.

3. After students have prepared both sides of their index
cards, put them in mixed-ability groups of five or six.
Select a student to simply read what he or she has
written on the front side of their card. Invite the entire
Listen to group to discuss the passage and its importance to them.
After the group is done discussing the passage, the
a Be('_q]['(l(-(l original student has "the last word": he or she reads their
Webinar! response and explanation on the back of their card.
ard

4. Students take turns reading
IFyou would like to their quotes and having "the last
hear our trainers in word," until the entire group is
action, download one finished. At this point, the group
of our r.e:nnied should have had an interesting
webinars. - and thorough discussion of the
article.

A

This strategy is one of many in our module on Active
Reading Strategies. It makes an informative one-day
training for all teachers in your school. It's been a favorite
of content area teachers in grades K-12 and can be
focused on fiction or non-fiction text.

Sincerely,
The Write Tools, LLC




