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Dear Dorothy, 
 
Teaching students at all levels to plan and write an 
interesting and well-organized personal narrative is 
imperative. Not only is it a genre that is frequently 
represented on formal state and district writing 
assessments, but it is also a powerful nonfiction form that 
allows the young writer's voice to be developed. 

A Great Personal Narrative Book  
When teaching personal 
narrative, it is essential we 
expose our students to as many 
examples of this genre as 
possible. 
  
A wonderful example of a 
personal narrative is the 1999 
Blackboard Children's Book of the 
Year, I Love My Hair! The author, 
Natasha Tarpley, tells an entertaining story of how she fell in 
love with her hair. Every evening before bedtime, Natasha 
would nestle herself comfortably between her mother's 
knees while her mother rubbed coconut oil along her scalp 
and combed her hair. This sweet memoir is not only about 
self-acceptance, but also about the bond between a mother 
and daughter. 
  
Be sure you don't miss Natasha Tarpley's reflection in the 
Author's Note section. It's a great opportunity to show 
students yet another example of reflection, one of the critical 
attributes of this genre. 
  
Use this book as a way to elicit stories of special memories in 
your students' own lives. Be sure to use one of the leveled 
planners in our Personal Narrative module. In addition, be 
sure to model a few of your own personal narratives using 
one of the planners. The students will thoroughly enjoy your 
tales! 

Visit our web site, www.thewritetools.net to learn more 
about on-site training in personal narrative writing. 
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Sincerely, 
The Write Tools, LLC  
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